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stop until we succeed. Where our children’s
health and safety are concerned, we cannot, and
we will not, rest.

Message to the Senate on the Chemical Weapons Convention
April 25, 1997

To the Senate of the United States:
I am gratified that the United States Senate

has given its advice and consent to the ratifica-
tion of the Convention on the Prohibition of
the Development, Production, Stockpiling and
Use of Chemical Weapons and on their Destruc-
tion (the ‘‘Convention’’).

During the past several months, the Senate
and the Administration, working together, have
prepared a resolution of advice and consent to
ratification of unusual breadth and scope. The
resolution that has now been approved by the
Senate by a strong, bipartisan vote of 74–26
contains 28 different Conditions covering vir-
tually every issue of interest and concern. I will
implement these provisions. I will, of course,
do so without prejudice to my Constitutional
authorities, including for the conduct of diplo-
matic exchanges and the implementation of trea-
ties. A Condition in a resolution of ratification
cannot alter the allocation of authority and re-
sponsibility under the Constitution.

I note that Condition (2) on Financial Con-
tributions states that no funds may be drawn

from the Treasury for payments or assistance
under the Convention without statutory author-
ization and appropriation. I will interpret this
Condition in light of the past practice of the
Congress as not precluding the utilization of
such alternatives as appropriations provisions
that serve as a statutory authorization.

I am grateful to Majority Leader Lott, Minor-
ity Leader Daschle, and Senators Helms, Biden,
Lugar, Levin, McCain and the many others who
have devoted so much time and effort to this
important ratification effort. It is clear that the
practical result of our work together on the Con-
vention will well serve the common interest of
advancing the national security of the United
States. In this spirit, I look forward to the entry
into force of the treaty and express my hope
that it will lead to even more important ad-
vances in United States, allied, and international
security.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

The White House,
April 25, 1997.

Message to the Congress on the Chemical Weapons Convention
April 25, 1997

To the Congress of the United States:
In accordance with the resolution of advice

and consent to ratification of the Convention
on the Prohibition of the Development, Produc-
tion, Stockpiling and Use of Chemical Weapons
and on Their Destruction, adopted by the Sen-
ate of the United States on April 24, 1997, I
hereby certify that:

In connection with Condition (1), Effect
of Article XXII, the United States has in-
formed all other States Parties to the Con-
vention that the Senate reserves the right,
pursuant to the Constitution of the United

States, to give its advice and consent to
ratification of the Convention subject to
reservations, notwithstanding Article XXII
of the Convention.

In connection with Condition (7), Con-
tinuing Vitality of the Australia Group and
National Export Controls: (i) nothing in the
Convention obligates the United States to
accept any modification, change in scope,
or weakening of its national export controls;
(ii) the United States understands that the
maintenance of national restrictions on
trade in chemicals and chemical production
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